The 2006 edition follows those of 1992 and 1999 and is a comprehensive work with descriptions, generally illustrated, of different techniques for blockade of almost every region in the body.
Most anaesthetists are familiar with spinal and epidural block, together with blocks of major nerve trunks. Some anaesthetists will be familiar with facet, root sleeve and coeliac plexus blocks. Not many anaesthetists are familiar with the arcane sacroiliac joint block or the obturator block. The trigeminal block is truly recondite and, along with a few others in this edition, not for the faint-hearted. All these and many more are covered in this book.
The techniques are generally clearly described and the success of previous editions attests to that. The illustrations are plentiful, accurate, brightly and cleverly coloured and easy to follow.
There is one minor quibble in respect of the illustrations in that the operators are almost universally represented by bare arms wearing a pair of gloves. Some of the figures in the drawings are at least wearing masks, and they are only drawings, but implantation of long-term intrathecal drug delivery systems demands a much higher level of asepsis than this.
The other criticism of this otherwise ambitious and excellent book is that many of the techniques described are based on early work by Bonica, Murphy and other pioneers, who worked out a form of stereotactic approach to high risk procedures (e.g. coeliac plexus blocks) before the days of image intensifiers: surface anatomy writ large. These too were challenging and very high risk, demanding clinical acumen and nerves of steel. There are occasional radiographs in the text of, e.g. facet arthrography, but not many.
Modern practice necessitates fluoroscopic imagining for almost all of these procedures.
In a similar vein, ultrasound guidance of regional catheters is given scant attention.
Nevertheless this is a spectacular book in many ways and throws light on blocks that many other books do not attempt to explain or cover. For that reason alone it will sit well in most departmental libraries.
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In the preface, the author states her intention to produce a thorough and concise volume covering primarily obstetrics, but also gynaecology and chronic pain management.
The book is presented as an A4 hardcover and is part of 'the requisites' series. It is 146 pages plus index and seven appendices. Chapters consist of fairly dense text broken up with tables, diagrams and boxes highlighting clinical caveats and controversies.
Overall, the book achieves its stated aims. It is very thorough and practical. Its recommendations are consistent with local practice. I thought the boxes for caveats and controversies worked well. In addition to the routine areas, there are chapters dealing with foetal surgery, major gynaecological surgery and chronic pelvic pain. The appendices are primarily statements of guidelines and standards for various aspects of obstetric anaesthesia.
On the negative side, there were a few typographical errors. I also found that there were some long stretches of very dense paragraphs which might have been broken up with more tables or presented in point form. For example, a table or flow chart for neonatal resuscitation would have been nice, even though it was well covered in text form.
There are a number of books on this subject. This one is probably better than most. The question is where it fits in. Its presentation (A4, hardcover, glossy paper) is perhaps unlikely for a handbook and may add to its expense. Its concise nature means that it is not really a textbook as such.
Nevertheless, those wanting a concise, practical summary of this subspecialty area would find this book very suitable. It may well appeal to registrars in BOOK REVIEWS
